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Plicatula septemcosta, and Spondylus ariyalurensis\ different
varieties of " lamp-shells," including Terebratula biplicata;
and members of the star-fish family, like Hemiaster*
The geological record becomes broken again after the
formation of these marine Cretaceous beds, and the only
records we have of geological events during the Tertiary
period are those which formed around the coast bands of
sandstone, which have been named after the town of
Cuddalore, the head-quarters of the South Arcot district.
The exact age of these so-called Cuddalore sandstones is
not known, for they contain only fragmentary and un-
recognisable traces of organic remains.
About the most widespread geological formation in
South India is the great mantle of laterite, which is geo-
logically recent in age. Laterite is of special interest to
the student of Madras Geology, because it was in this
area that the formation was first described in 1807 by
Dr Francis Buchanan-Hamilton, who gave it its name from
the Latin word later, a brick, in allusion to the way in
which it can be conveniently cut into brick-shaped blocks
for building purposes. The same formation has been since
found in other parts of the world more or less confined to
the humid portions of the tropical belt, and various con-
flicting theories have been suggested to account for its
origin. Most observers, however, agree that its peculiar
characters are due to the special conditions of weathering
which take place in a moist warm climate. Nearly all
laterites are rusty red in colour, on account of the diffused
ferruginous products, but the essential feature in which it
differs from all ordinary rock-weathering products is due to
the fact that, instead of consisting largely of ordinary clay,
which is a hydrous silicate of alumina, it contains the
alumina largely in a free state, thus resembling in consti-
tution the material known as bauxite, which is used as
the main source of aluminium. Thus, some of the deposits

